Thistinplate clockworkWaltzing Coupl@vas made by thermann and distributed as a Moko toy
between 1905 andhe early1910sX
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Whoor what was Moko and why the connection with Matchb@t#® most concise articten Moko
remainsthe onepublishedin Collecting Matchbox Diecast Taythe First40 Yearsvritten by Kevin
McGimpsey and Stewart Grr 1988.Thanks are extended to Hans and Makemiwigfor allowing
me toshowsome of theitwonderfultoysX

The fact that the names Moko Lesney appeared on the packaging meant nothing to most people and
the majority of the customers who bought the models probably never gave the matter a second
thought.

TheMoses Kohnstam era

Moko was actually the trademark of an old established firm of toy merchants M. Kohnstam & Co.
and was derived from the first two letters of the two names of the foundeses Kohnstam.

He isthoughtto have originally come from Czechoslovakla.was a kindly man who possessed
shrewd business acumen. Moses Kohnstam, who lived in Germany, noted with interest the steady
increase in the number of toy manufacturers as a result of the healthy expansion in worldwide
trading being experienced by Germatowards the end of the 19th century. Germany was beginning
to supply the world with many goods; toys represented a significant portion of this trade and there
was a good future for any enterprising businessman.

Moses Kohnstam decided not to become amaacturer but to start in business as a wholesaler of
toys in the small town ofderth, (also spelt Frth) close to the city oNurembergin Bavaria, where
most of the country's toy business was centred. He tteadonedcorrectlyas it transpired that many
of the smallerifms coming into being would need someone to take care of the distribution side of
their business. The great majority of Germany's toy manufacturers had set up in and around
Nuremberg

There were many good reasons for this, the main one being that thaseamn excellent

concentration of skilled workers available in the area which could be of great use in the production
of tin plate toys Nuremberghad been for many years the home of the cloclking industry and of
manufacturers of other small items, indimg musical instruments. The cleclakers, in particular,
were suffering from a serious decline in trade as a result of the importation of cheap watch
mechanisms from America and the wenkot entirely dissimilar offered by the new toy factories

was vey welcome.
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Kohnstam distributed a range bfass metatable lighters and loole- like watchescompasses and
gaugex

The future looked good and the production of clockwork powered tinplate toys, aided by the
opening of conveniently situated tin minesBavariavas to continue successfully right up to the
world trade depression of the 1920s. Busieavas good for Moses Kohnstam, too, as his firm could
offer the busy industrialists the combined services of advertising, wholesaling, packaging, and
distribution throughout Europe, leaving them to concentrate on production. Under the treahee
Moko thefirm became a toy factor of some importance.

On the lefta horse racing game
On the right, thiRkailwayTimeKeepedoubled up as a waterproof match holder

The business commenced in 1875 and eventually Moses Kohnstam had storage space at his offices in
Nurembergplus all the necessary facilities to distribute toys from several of the leading

manufacturers. Theswys were sometimes sold under the actual makers' hame, whilst others

would be offered bearing the Moko label, with Kohnstam receiving commission from the
manufacturers on every toy sold.

As part of his work in developing the scope of his businessdauGermany, Moses Kohnstam often
visited Britain where there was a great demand for toys from Germany although local manufacturers
were not too happy about the flood of German manufactured goods which were pouring into the
country, just as Japanese impovtere later to do in the 1960s.
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ThisAustin 7 Van advertises tiMoko stand at thel954Harrogate Toy FaX

In 188Q Moses Kohnstam was a-founder of the Manchester Toy Week, which became a regular
event and was welcomed by toy wholesalers from the North of England and its inauguration created
what is regarded as the forerunnef the present day Harrogate Toy Fair held every January.

By 1894 Moses Kohnstam was represented by offices in London, at 24 Milton Street EC (later EC2],
as well as in Farth, Milan, and Brussels. The firm's catalogues were packed witkipilags ofevery

kind and included a vasange of toys and novelties; mouth organs, accordions and concertinas. The
consumers were eager to buy the cheap goods churned out by the continually improving mass
production methods. Moses Kohnstam handled all classé&sysfright down to the humble tinplate
Penny Toy once sold by pavement traders and nowadays eagerly sought after by enthusiastic
collectors. The firm marketed the products of many prominent German manufacturers, including the
tinplate marvels offered by @it most revered firm of German toymakers, Gebruder MarHiime

source of some of Kohnstam's toys is not certain and many of the suppliers have not been identified,
but it is known that he received goods from such toy makers asi8h&mann (trademark $.),

Georg Mangold (trademark GAMA), Oebruder Einfalt (trademark Technofix), Adolf Schumann
(trademark A.S.) and Richards (trademark Rico).

The Flying Police Squad Car features a battery operated searchlight and was made by Richards of
Bavariain the 1920sA great touch is having itriginal Mokoprice label still attached
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Inthe 1920s and @30sM. Kohnstanm& Ca had theagencies and importers all over Europe. Here we
can sedhat their Belgian distributorwasE. Villain & Co.

Dolls (poupees) form a large part of the Moko raimgthe 1920sTop leftis theclockworkLimousine
with a piston poppingengine<shown in its three colour schesin the next photograpK
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These 3 tinplate clockwotkmousines made by the Georg Mangold firmJfétohnstam retailed in
the U.K. at 2s. 9¢@L3p). One rather clever feature was the moving pistons. The Moko trade mark can
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Between the 1920s and 1930s the Matatalogue pictured a wealth of toys and, besides an

amazing variety of tinplate playthings, there appeared boxes of lead soldiers, toy telephones, dolls'
house furniture, air rifles, miniature gardening sets, dolls' bathrooms (with electric light anthgunn
water), toy theatres, soldier outfits for children, sparking novelties, small musical boxes, toy
gramophones, toy horsdrawn carts made from wood, rocking horses, pedal cars, toy castles, toy
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Aselection ofsemMagic Lantern slideé

stoves, dolls' teaets, miniature shops, composition minige animals, Noah's Arks, dolls' furniture,
pewter altar ornaments, wooden sailing boats, celluloid novelty toys, nofiéigt Christmas

Sockings, electric motors, pudllong soft animals, cinematographs, dolls of all sizes, toy typewriters,
toy sewingmachines, lithographed figurahowcards for shop window display, and even animated
novelty figuresfor shop windows.The terrificselection of tinplate in the Moko trade this time
included a of clockwork anined figures, manycarpet toysfire enginesaeroplanes, airships,
merry-go-rounds, toy locomotivegboth clockwork andteam povered), toy boats railway stations,
stationary steamengines withanimated accessoriedrams, andin plate cars.

Many of theMoko wares shownvere fromwell knownGerman toy makersuch as th&eorgLevy
(Gama)Double BilliardPlayer toy the Tipp & CoSanta Claus cand the flywheel s by J. L. Hess.
The wholsaling of dolls anduddly toyshegan around 190&hen MoseKohnstam registerethe
trademarkCupid (No. 312593p be used tadefine a certain rangef dolls beingnarketed. The
registrationof a patent of a desigaf a baby Zottlefollowed in 1910Known asMother's Darling’,
the bottle wassupplied in twoseparate distributiorin Britain andn Gerrmany. TheBritish vesion
featured a flagoearing theMoko nameandthe legend:W|j dakhdSgdod, requires noursing

attention or food'.
Thed. Kohnstanera from 191X

Moses Kohnstam died in 1912 at the age of 72 leaving three sons Julius, Willi argUEimédss
came to a standstill with the outbreak of hostilitizs1914and the London office was taken over by
the British Government fanse as a Lord Roberts Memorial Workshop. M. Kohnstam & Co. was
wound up inthe same year

Juliushad goneto England in 1890 and founded the London branch office. In 1912, immediately
after the death of his father, Julius opened a doll factory under the name Keen & Son in part of the
Milton Street premises, using ported GermaAamade heads. One of the dolls produced was known
as 'Vera'. His supply of toys came from the head office éntirand were mainly marked Moko. In
1920,he establisheda doll and toy manufacturing business under the name of James Garfield & Co.
which lasted until 1927.

Julius had also formea new companyJ. Kohnstam & Co. Ltihcorporatedon 31 Deceber 1923
This was the business that was to have a direct link with Lesney some two decade$yateal
clockwok novelty toys imported into England by J. Kohnstam & Co. Ltd., included the teetering
Penguin Waiter who tried his best to balance a bottle of sad#er on a tray as he wobbled along,
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and the toy clockwork tinplate elephants produced by Blomer & ScKtlterinspiration behid the
Lesng Jumbo Elephant toy in the 1950s

In 1933, Julius established a doll making company in Aylesbury, in Buckinghamshire, under the name
Dollies Ltd., in a bid not only to expand business, but to build a financially secure base for the rest of
the Kohnstam family still living in Nazi Germaili and Emil stayed in Germany until 1933, at

which time theFuerthoffice was closed down because of the political situation. Emil left for England

to join his brother in 1934, leaving Willi behind.

Jack Odell a efmunder of Lesney Products vividly recallshidrd Kohnstam explaining how his

family had managed to escape from Germany in the 1930s. OBgiil came to England in 1934

when the problems started in Nuremberg in Germany ... The Jewish people had been thrown out of
Poland ... many of them were toyakersand they all ended up in Germany. They soon realised that
they were going to get thrown out of Germany also, so their community leaders chose several
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leading business men to go to England one of them was Emil, and thedguise of the doll factory
opened up by his brother Julius, Emil established himself in England as a toy importer. Companies in
Germany began to send him millions of toys for distribution in England and they were all bought by
him from his supplierstaalf price! Part of the profit he put into the bank and so built up large
accounts. That money then bought property in London to help house many of the German Jews who
fled Germany in 1937 and 1938."

In 1935 Julius died at the age 6R and Emitook over the runninghe business. Julius's only son
Richard began to form his own business in 1938 but with the war looming up he stayed wigt Emil
J. Kohnstam & Co. Lfthe business survived World War Il with some difficulty but managed to stay
in existence by making and marketing simple games.

PECK-PECK

MECHANICAL
PECKING BIRD

The Richard Kohnstam éfta

Richard Kohnstam served in the Royal Artillery during the war and became a glider instructor, later
working inintelligence. When peace returned he gave up the idea of setting up on his own and
decided to concentrate on the marketing and distribution of diecast toys with his Uncle Emil. Emil
and Richard registered the trademark Moko in England in 1949. Richanellasiucated and he

could speak several languages fluently. He never lost the common touch.

9| Page



One of his often cited beliefs was: "The success of a product in the toy market is directly
proportional to the amount of pleasure the consumer receives, i.e/ ptue." Another was
"Peopleare more important than products and if the people behind the product are good, then the
rest will follow."

Richard's instinct was such that if he was to tell a manufacturer that he had got it wrong, there was
never an argment!

In 1946 to further expand his business interests Richard Kohnstam contacted several of the many toy
manufacturers who had set up business in the north of London, such as Charbens and Benbros. He
became interested in the new firm of Lesney Prodwdt® had commenced business in 1947.

Lesney had decided to make toys and turned to Emil and Richard Kohnstam, who at this time were
located at Clerkenwell Road in the City of London, for help and advice.

Odell "One of the people that | used to work firrindustrial castings before | made toys was
Charbens. Charles Reid abitkeyKohnstam knew each other before the war . . . he was selling
their stuff and my name was mentioned to Kohnstam." Richard Kohnstam, because of his
background, had developed strgrtommercial links in Europe. He would annually visit the toy fairs
in Germany, France and Italy. At the Nuremberg Toy Fair, for example, he would have a tent
containing a huge range of toys from several British toy manufacturers, and would accept orders
from the European wholesalers. Thus began the famous Moko Lesney connection and an
understanding was reached whereby Lesney would manufacture the toys whilst Moko in the main
(there were other rival toy factors who had good working relationships withdygsmvould carry

out almost all the packaging, advertising, distribution, and selling of the new range. It was also
agreed that, when Kohnstam bought toys from Lesney to sell abroad, he would pay Lesney within
seven toten days thus ensuring a good batow for Lesney.

By the mid 1950s J. Kohnstam & Co. Ltd., had also marketed seveila sy diecast toys,

including a diecast Drummer Soldier with a clockwork mechanism, a revolving Fairground Carousel, a
Crawler Bulldozer, a Crawler Tractor, a @anHayrick; and a large scale model of a Ruston Bucyrus
Excavator.
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long running Express &%
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One of the more valuable nelnesney Moko toys was a superb space toy which was part of the
'Konstruktaw |y 3 S Qwag skriladtié a Meccano construction set.
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There was no Moko involvemein the very early Lesney toys, such as the Aveling Barford Diesel
Road Roller, the Crawler, Bulldozer, the Crawler Tractor, the Soap Box Racer, and the Cement Mixer.
J. Kohnstam & Co. Ltd., however, acquired tile rights from A. Gilson to manufactwiéra Mnior

Puppet, and Lesney were given the projedumbo the Elephant, the Prime Mover, Bulldozer and
the Small Coronation Coach were also Lesney toys of the early 1950s that had a Moko involvement.
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Whilst he was associated with Lesney, Richard Kohnstam continued to involve himself with other
British toymaking firms and was responsible for the launch of another character toy, Prudence the
Kitten. Amongst other Moko toys were the Farmette series an®bbla figure of a girl on a

scooter.
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The involvement with Lesney led to the "Matchbox" Series of 1953, the Major Packs of 1957 and the
Gift Sets from both ranges. It was agreed that the name Moko would be placed alongside the name
Lesney on the boxes. iBlenabled Moko to promote themodels more confidently.

Leslie Smitha cefounder of Lesney Products remembered Richard Kohnstam recallingrhisiays
in Germany to JadRdell when Moko used to distrute little wooden dolls in matdboxes as a
novelty range of toysThismemory cemented the idealready thought of by Jack Odellpzcking
the diecast miniaturegto cartons designed to resembeatchboxes. Unbeknown to Smiémd
Odell, il and Richard&Kohnstam registered the tradeark "Matchbox" in late 1954This did not
pleasethe Lesneyownerswhen this registration was discovered.
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